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CONTACT
Thank you for your interest in the Martha's Vineyard Camp Association. We hope
to welcome you in person soon!

Office

Walking Tours

FOR GENERAL INFORMATION

OFFERED SEASONALLY

Open year round Mon. - Fri.
office@mvcma.org | 508-693-0525

Current schedule on website. Private tours
also available. Contact: office@mvcma.org

Cottage Museum

Programs

OPEN JUNE - OCTOBER

SUMMER SEASON ONLY

Mon. - Sat. 10-4 | Sun. 1-4
More information:
www.mvcma.org/visitor-information | 508-693-5042

Current calendar of services, programs and
special events and sign-up for email
updates, available at: mvcma.org

THE
BEGINNING
In 1835, Jeremiah Pease, along with
a small group, secured a half acre for
the purpose of holding a religious
campmeeting, and the site became
known as Wesleyan Grove. A shed
was constructed out of driftwood
for the preachers, with a pulpit built
onto the front. Past the area of
worship, a semi-circle, of society
tents was formed for housing
attendees.

The first meeting was considered a
success, and they continued to be
held annually, and grow in numbers
of attendees for many years.
Wesleyan Grove became one of the
largest and best-known
campmeeting sites in the country,
growing from nine tents in 1835, to
200 in 1855.

A SUMMER
COMMUNITY IS
BORN
Between 1855 and 1865 the
character of the campmeetings and
surrounding areas began to shift.
More family tents appeared and
attendees began to extend their
time on the Island. The family tents
were typically placed in circular
patterns around the society tent of
their home church, which reinforced
the growing sense of community.
Between 1859 and 1864, the
“Martha’s Vineyard” cottage

appeared, which is considered an
invention of local carpenters. Most of
the cottages built were small, and
imitated the form of the tents they
replaced.
By 1879 a more permanent structure
was needed for worship. The intent
was to build a wooden Tabernacle, but
the expense was too great. A cottage
owner named J. W. Hoyt offered to
construct one of wrought iron for the
budgeted amount, and it was built that
year.
As people came for longer periods,
tents were replaced by small wooden
buildings. More services sprang up
and the area began to resemble a
more permanent summer community.

GRAND
ILLUMINATION
The first illumination Night, on Saturday,
August 14th, 1869, was sponsored by the Oak
Bluffs Land and Wharf Company. The Seaside
Gazette reported, “The illumination and
fireworks at ‘Oak Bluffs’, on Saturday evening
last, was a very fine affair. Chinese and
Japanese lanterns were displayed in
abundance, suspended from cottages and trees.
There was a good variety in the pieces at the
fireworks. The Foxboro Brass Band, brought
here by the liberality of E.P. Carpenter, Esq., of
Foxboro, discoursed fine music for the occasion.
Several thousands of people of both sexes were
out to see and hear.”
The initial festivity was called Governor’s Day
in honor of Governor William Claflin who was
on hand for the festivities. Over the ensuing
years, the Seaside Gazette referred to the
annual event as the “Illumination”, and the
identification remains to this day.
It is not known when the festivities moved
exclusively to the camp meeting grounds, but it
was well over 130 years ago.
Today, cottage owners continue to decorate
with paper lanterns on one magical evening in
August. The MVCMA puts on a special musical
program; and after dusk, all of the lanterns are
lit at once! It is a much anticipated event,
attended by thousands.

A BEACON TO
ALL
The great lighted cross was added to
the top of Tabernacle in 1926. It
towers above as a “Beacon to All”.
At the heart of the community, the
Tabernacle has been a hub for
religious and cultural activities on
the Island for over a century.
Since its beginnings in 1835, the
MVCMA has grown through many
changes, evolving into what is now
an inclusive community welcoming
participation from year round and
summer residents, and visitors of all
faiths, supporting the Martha's
Vineyard Camp Meeting Association
mission To perpetuate our religious and
historical heritage, engaging all in
education and spiritual growth in a
welcoming faith community.

VISIT: www.mvcma.org

